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Limerick,  Feb.  3,  1842. 
Bro.  Cobuen, 

In  behalf  of  the  Baptist  Church  and  Pastor  of  this  place,  we 
request  you  to  furnish,  for  the  press,  a  copy  of  the  Sermon  which 
jrou  delivered  here  last  Sabbath  afterooon,  occasioned  by  the  death 
of  Mrs.  Tilton.  We  confidently  hope  you  will  comply,  that  the 
large  circle  of  friends  which  could  not  be  present,  maybe  benefited 
by  its  perusal. 

Yours,  with  Christian  esteem, 


Rev.  J.  Milton  Coeurn. 


Benjamin  ILSLEY,  J  ^ 

AbNER  LlBBY,  5 


Effingham,  Fee.  10,  1842. 
Brethren  Ii-sley  and  Libby, 

It  is  with  reluctance  I  grant  your  request,  as  the  Discourse 
was  hastily  prepared,  without  a  thought  of  its  publication.  But  as 
it  is,  I  submit  it  to  your  disposal  and  to  the  blessing  of  Almighty 
God.  Yours  truly, 

J.  Milton  Coburn. 
Deacons  Ilsley  and  Libby. 


DISCOURSE. 


JOHN    5  :    28  &  29. 

"Marvel  not  at  this:  for  the  hour  is  coming,  in  the  which  all 
that  are  in  the  graves  shall  hear  his  voice,  and  shall  come  forth  ; 
they  that  have  done  good,  unto  the  resurrection  of  life  ;  and  they 
that  have  done  evil,  unto  the  resun-ection  of  damnation." 

Man  came  forth  from  the  hands  of  Deity,  an 
upright,  holy  being,  composed  of  matter  and  spirit 
mysteriously  but  harmoniously  united.  He  was 
left  to  his  own  choice,  to  remain  in  this  state  of 
purity  and  blessedness,  or  take  that  course  which 
would  lead  to  misery  and  death.  He  rebelled 
against  his  Maker  and  transgressed  his  holy  law, 
involving  himself  and  whole  posterity  in  ruin. 

Now  that  spirit  once  so  bright  and  glorious, 
has  become  dim  and  tarnished  ;  and  that  body, 
once  the  seat  of  health  and  perpetual  activity,  has 
become  subject  to  pain,  sickness  and  death.  Be- 
fore many  suns  roll  over  this  body,  we  often  be- 
hold it  the  prey  of  acute  suffering,  and  see  it  borne 
a  lifeless  corpse  to  the  grave,  where  it  soon  crum- 
bles to  its  original  dust ;  or  should  it  arrive  at 
old  age,  many  are  the  cares  and  sorrows  attend- 


ing  it,  then,  weary  and  languishing,  it  drops  into 
the  tooib  to  become  food  for  worms. 

When  we  view  this  sad  spectacle,  had  we  noth- 
ing  but  nature  to  instruct  us,  our  lamentation 
would  be  in  the  language  of  the  heathen  sage  : 

Alas !   the  tender  herbs,  and  flowery  tribes. 
Though  crushed  by  Avmter's  unrelenting  hand. 
Revive,  and  rise,  when  vernal  zephyrs  call — 
But  we,  the  brave,  the  mighty,  and  the  wise, 
Bloom,  flourish,  fade,  and  fall — and  then  succeeds 
A  long,  long,  silent,  dark,  oblivious  sleep, 
A  sleep  which  no  propitious  power  dispels. 

But  Revelation  beams  upon  our  path,  and 
opens  to  us  the  bright  vision  of  a  resurrection 
morn.  A  morn  when,  with  myriads  of  attending 
angels,  the  Son  of  God  shall  descend,  and  the 
summons  be  uttered.  Arise  ye  dead  and  be  chang- 
ed ye  living.  A  morn  when  our  First  Parents, 
with  their  countless  offspring  shall  be  reanimated, 
and  the  relics  of  infancy,  of  childhood,  of  youth, 
of  maturity  and  decrepitude,  shall  rise  and  inhale 
immortal  breath.  A  morn,  when  the  distinctions 
and  relations  of  time  shall  vanish,  and  people  of 
all  ages,  of  all  ranks,  of  all  creeds,  shall  hear  the 
voice  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  shall  come  forth  ; 
they  that  have  done  good,  unto  the  resurrection  of 
life,  and  they  that  have  done  evil,  unto  the  resur- 
rection of  damnation. 

Death  separates  the  body  and  spirit.  Resur- 
rection implies  the  reviving  of  the  body  and  its 
reunion  with  the  soul.  There  are  good  grounds 
to  believe  that  all  the  dead  ivill  be  raised. 


This  doctrine    is  evident    from   the  ex- 
press DECLARATIONS  OF  SCRIPTURE.       Oui'   Sa- 

viour  affirms  it  in  the  language  of  the  text.  In  the 
words  preceding  our  text,  Christ  is  speaking  of 
the  spiritual  renovation  of  the  heart,  and  the  pow- 
er vested  in  him  to  quicken  to  life  those  who  were 
dead  in  trespasses  and  sin.  The  Jews  appeared 
to  wonder  at  his  sayings,  but  he  said.  Marvel  not 
at  this  ;  intimating  that  something  greater  and 
more  mysterious  should  be  accomplished  ;  for  the 
hour  is  coming,  in  the  which  all  that  are  in  the 
graves  shall  hear  his  voice,  and  shall  come  forth  ; 
they  that  have  done  good,  unto  the  resurrection 
of  life  ;  and  they  that  have  done  evil,  unto  the 
resurrection  of  damnation.  This  assertion  of  him 
who  knew  no  sin,  is  enough  for  us  to  receive  it  as 
an  everlasting  truth.  Job  says,  I  know  that  my 
Redeemer  liveth,  and  that  he  shall  stand  at  the 
latter  day  upon  the  earth,  and  though  after  my 
skin,  worms  destroy  this  body,  yet  in  my  flesh 
shall  I  see  God.  Isaiah  thus  testifies  to  the  same 
truth  :  Thy  dead  men  shall  live,  together  with 
my  dead  body  shall  they  arise.  The  earth  shall 
cast  out  the  dead.  Paul  declares  :  The  trumpet 
shall  sound  and  the  dead  shall  be  raised  incorrup- 
tible. For  this  corruptible  must  put  on  incor- 
ruption,  and  this  mortal  must  put  on  immortality. 
The  word  of  God  abounds  with  a  variety  of  pas- 
sages which  teach  us  that  all  the  dead  will  be 
raised. 
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This   doctrine    is   made    certain  by    the 

RESURRECTION     OF     THE     LoRD     JeSUS.         Paui, 

having  exhibited  to  the  Corinthians,  positive  proof 
of  the  resurrection  of  Christ,  presents  this  great 
truth  as  an  infallible  pledge,  and  assurance  of  the 
future  resurrection  of  all  the  dead.  Christ  is 
iHsen  and  become  the  first  fruits  of  them  that 
slept.  This  was  a  divine  seal  to  all  he  had 
taught ;  and  v^^e  have  seen  that  he  asserted  the 
resurrection  of  the  just  and  unjust.  This  must 
be  incontestable  proof;  for  if  there  be  no  resur- 
rection of  the  dead,  then  is  Christ  not  risen  ;  and 
if  Christ  be  not  risen,  then  is  our  preaching  vain, 
and  your  faith  is  also  vain, — yea,  and  we  are 
found  false  witnesses  of  God,  because  we  testified 
of  God  that  he  raised  up  Christ,  whom  he  raised 
not  up,  if  so  be  the  dead  rise  not.  To  be  con- 
sistent then  in  denying  this  doctrine,  we  must  first 
prove  the  apostles  deceivers  and  Christ  an  im- 
postor. 

This  truth  is  also  confirmed  by  analo- 
gy. The  many  appearances  and  analogies  in  na- 
ture, so  far  as  they  go,  serve  to  strengthen  and 
confirm  the  faith  of  the  reflecting  Christian.  The 
reviving  of  all  nature  at  the  return  of  spring — the 
decay  and  putrefaction  of  seed  in  the  earth — the 
wonderful  transformation  of  insects— the  chemi- 
cal changes  in  matter^ — the  living  nature  of  many 
of  the  elements  which  enter  our  physical  system, 
all  go  to  show  the  harmony,  consistency  and  rea- 
sonableness   of  the  resurrection  of  the  dead  as 


taught  by  inspiration.  Though  true  philosophy 
offers  nothing  positive  in  support  of  this  doctrine, 
yet  it  brings  nothing  against  it.  It  should  be 
sufficient  for  us,  that  on  the  sacred  page  in  living 
lines,  the  wisdom  and  power  of  God  are  vouch- 
safed for  the  restoration  of  every  decaying  human 
body,  and  its  reunion  with  the  soul. 

Our  text  not  only  asserts  the  resurrection  of 
the  dead,  but  points  out  a  marked  difference  be- 
tween the  just  and  unjust,  ^nd  shall  come  forth  ; 
they  that  have  done  good  unto  the  resurrection  of 
life.  They  that  have  served  and  glorified  God, 
shall  come  forth  out  of  their  graves  with  life,  joy, 
and  gladness.  Therefore  the  Prophet  says.  Awake 
and  sing  ye  that  dwell  in  the  dust.  They  that 
have  done  good  shall  come  forth,  as  Daniel  came 
from  the  lion's  den,  or  as  the  chief  Butler  from 
the  dungeon,  to  receive  superlative  honor  and  dig- 
nity. As  Joseph  was  taken  out  of  prison  to  be 
lord  of  Egypt,  so  shall  the  saints  be  taken  from 
their  graves  to  be  made  kings  and  priests  unto 
God,  to  be  crowned  with  everlasting  glory. 
I  They  shall  shine  forth  as  the  sun  in  the  firma- 
ment. Their  vile  bodies  shall  be  fashioned  like 
unto  the  glorious  body  of  Jesus  Christ.  They 
are  sown  mortal,  corruptible  bodies,  but  they 
shall  be  raised  incorruptible  and  immortal.  Here 
they  are  subject  to  disease  and  decay  ;  they  run 
but  a  short  race,  before  their  beauty,  vigor  and 
strength  are  gone.  But  they  will  come  forth  with 
unfading,  immortal  youth,  with   unchanging  and 
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unchangeable  natures.  They  are  subject  to  tire 
and  faint  under  the  labors  and  toils  of  earth,  they 
are  sown  in  great  weakness  ;  but  they  shall  be 
raised  with  power  that  will  not  tire  or  grow  wea- 
ry in  the  everlasting  services  of  the  Most  High. 
They  are  sown  a  natural  body,  the  source  of  all 
lust  and  passion,  but  they  shall  be  raised  a  spirit- 
ual body,  consequently  fdled  with  holy  desires  and 
purposes.  They  shall  be  raised  in  glory,  though 
all  will  not  shine  with  equal  brilliancy.  As  the 
stars  shine  not  all  with  equal  lustre  and  power, 
^  the  beams  of  some  being  faint  and  feeble,  and 
the  glow  of  others  powerful  and  bright ;'  so  it  will 
be  with  the  saints  of  God,  as  they  come  forth  from 
their  dusty  beds  of  death.  "  There  is  one  glory 
of  the  sun,  and  another  glory  of  the  moon,  and 
another  glory  of  the  stars,  for  one  star  differeth 
from  another  star  in  glory  ;  so  also  is  the  resur- 
rection of  the  dead." 

But  on  the  other  hand,  "  they  that  have  done 
evil,  unto  the  resurrection  of  damnation."  They 
that  have  lived  and  died,  without  genuine  repen- 
tance towards  God,  and  saving  faith  in  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  shall  come  forth  from  their  graves 
as  guilty,  condemned  criminals,  with  shame  and 
confusion  of  face,  with  fear  and  trembling,  calling 
upon  the  rocks  and  the  mountains  to  hide  them 
from  the  presence  of  the  Lamb.  Of  the  nature  of 
their  bodies,  we  are  not  informed  in  the  scriptures, 
only,  they  shall  be  incorruptible  and  immortal. 
Farther  than  this,  we  cannot  speak.     Theirs  is  a 
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resurrection  of  condemnation,  which,  in  its  very 
nature,  must  be  awful ! 

How  exalted  and  worthy  of  love  is  that  Being, 
who  gives  us  bodies  suited  to  the  mind  and  its 
destination  !  The  word  of  God  tells  us  much  of 
the  happiness  and  glory  of  the  redeemed  soul.  But 
we  are  conscious  that  the  bodies  we  now  possess 
"  are  very  unsuitable  mansions  for  minds  destined 
to  be  thus  glorious  and  happy."  Such  bodies  as 
we  now  have,  would  be  only  prisons.  But,  from 
what  I  have  noticed,  we  see  that  the  body  shall 
be  fitted  for  the  habitation  of  a  pure,  immortal 
mind,  which  will  be  forever  its  safe,  useful  and 
delightful  companion.  Such  is  the  goodness  and 
wise  economy  of  Jehovah. 

This  doctrine  teaches  us  something  of  the  soul's 
future  grandeur.  We  see  how  the  mind  will  pro- 
gress in  knowledge  and  truth,  here  below,  sustain- 
ed, as  it  is,  only  by  a  poor,  frail,  perishable  body. 
The  body  soon  grows  weary  and  languid,  clog- 
ging and  fettering  the  soul  in  its  onward  and  up- 
ward flight.  But  when  the  soul  is  reunited  to  a 
body,  in  its  nature  imperishable  and  immortal, — 
one  that  is  endowed  with  life  and  power  sufficient 
to  render  it  ever  active,  vigorous  and  healthy,  its 
progress  in  knowledge,  truth  and  greatness,  must 
outrun  all  the  efforts  of  the  human  imagination. 
The  mind  will  then  be  exalted  and  adorned  ex- 
ceedingly far  above  what  we  are  able  to  ask  or 
even  think.  Eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  ear  heard, 
neither  hath  it  entered  into  the  heart  of  man  to 
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conceive  the  future  glory  of  the  redeemed  of  the 
Lord. 

The  thought,  that  we  shall  one  day  have  a  body 
suited  to  the  everlasting  expansion  and  unfolding 
of  the  soul,  is  almost  too  much  for  our  weak  frames 
to  bear.  And  then,  what  must  the  soul  be  when 
ages  of  advancement  have  been  made  ! 

This  subject  presents  a  powerful  motive  to  per- 
sonal holiness.  Am  I  looking  forward  to  the 
hour  when  entombed  millions  will  come  forth,  ar- 
rayed in  robes  of  immortality  ?  Am  I  an  expec- 
tant of  a  resurrection  of  life  ?  And  shall  I  live 
to  the  flesh,  and  to  the  world  }  Shall  I  feed  up- 
on the  husks  of  sensual  indulgence,  gratify  pas- 
sion and  appetite,  and  thus  ruin  both  soul  and 
body  ?  No,  my  friends — if  we  have  a  well 
grounded  hope  of  a  blessed  resurrection,  it  will 
lead  us  to  mortify  the  deeds  of  the  flesh,  to  deny 
ourselves  of  every  thing  which  tends  to  defde  the 
soul  and  body  ;  we  shall  endeavor  to  bring  every 
member  of  our  bodies  into  close  subjection  to  the 
law  of  Christ ;  and  whether  we  eat,  or  drink,  or 
whatever  we  do,  aspire  to  glorify  God.  He  that 
hath  this  hope  in  him  purifieth  himself 

A  firm  belief  in  the  resurrection  of  the  dead,  is 
a  source  of  consolation  to  every  follower  of  Christ. 
It  is  the  confidence  and  hope  of  all  true  Chris- 
tians. This  was  Job's  comfort  in  his  lowest  es- 
tate. It  gave  joy  and  courage  to  David,  and  to 
the  faithful  patriarchs. 
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It  comforts  in  the  prospect  oi"  tlealli.  An  un- 
wavering hope  of  rising  from  the  grave  hi  a  glori- 
fied form,  will  strip  death  of  all  its  terror.  Though 
our  friends  must  leave  us  at  the  grave  ;  yet  we 
need  not  fear  to  go  down  to  the  chambers  of 
death,  to  the  house  of  rottenness,  for  God  says, 
I  ivill  not  leave  nor  forsake  you.  The  tomb  is 
only  the  resting  place,  the  depository  of  our  bodies 
till  the  resurrection.  Why  then  should  we  fear 
the  house  appointed  for  all,  when  Christ  has  per- 
fumed it  by  his  own  body,  and  burst  its  doors  by 
his  victorious  arm  !  If  we  be  united  to  the 
Saviour  by  living  faith,  death  may  take  away  our 
beauty,  and  our  strength  ;  but  they  will  be  res- 
tored to  us,  doubly  refined,  on  the  morning  of  the 
resurrection.  For  the  saint  in  the  grave  is  still 
united  to  Christ,  he  sleeps  in  Jesus,  and  must 
therefore  be  raised  to  everlasting  life. 

This  subject  consoles  in  the  loss  of  Christian 
friends.  It  soothes  the  bleeding  heart,  and  recon- 
ciles us  to  part  with  the  objects  of  our  love. 
Blessed  are  the  dead  that  die  in  the  Lord,  for  they 
shall  come  forth  in  his  likeness,  possessing  essen- 
tially the  same  bodies  as  when  on  earth,  though 
refined  and  purified  by  the  ordeal  of  death.  "  As 
the  goldsmith  melts  and  refines  his  gold,  and  out 
of  it  forms  a  golden  cup,  fit  to  set  before  kings,  so 
the  Lord  melts  the  bodies  of  saints  by  death,  and 
out  of  the  ashes  and  cinders  of  servants,  makes 
glorious  vessels  of  honor,  fit  to  set  before  the 
King  of  kings,  and  praise  him  forever  and  ever." 


It  awakens  anticipations  of  a  recognition  of  those 
who  were  joined  to  us  on  earth  by  the  ties  of  pur- 
est friendship — and  of  a  reunion  in  a  state  of  per- 
fect blessedness.  For  if  the  rich  man  knew  Laz- 
arus and  Abraham — and  Pet6r  knew  Moses  and 
Elias,  it  is  evident  we  shall  know  one  another 
when  we  awake  at  the  resurrection. 

In  view  of  these  considerations,  you,  who  are 
called  to  mourn  the  departure  of  a  friend,  may 
well  rejoice  and  be  glad.     With  her  you  hope, 

"  All  is  tranquil  and  serene, 

Calm  and  undisturbed  repose —  ' 

Where  no  cloud  can  intervene — 

Where  no  angry  tempest  blows  ; 

Every  tear  is  wiped  away, 

Sighs  no  more  will  heave  her  breast  ; 

Night  is  lost  in  endless  day — 

Sorrow — in  eternal  rest  !" 

Dear  brother — God  has  come  very  near  to  you 
in  this  bereavement  ;  but  murmur  not  at  his 
providence.  Nature  will  indeed  feel  the  stroke — 
you  will  have  many  sad  and  desolate  moments — 
hours  when  the  gloom  of  solitude  will  hang  over 
you.  But  a  firm  faith  in  the  promises  of  Jeho- 
vah, will  console  and  cheer  you  in  this  hour  of 
affliction,  and  nerve  you  to  bear  all  with  resigna- 
tion to  the  Divine  will.  May  this  removal  of  your 
best  earthly  friend  serve  to  bring  you  nearer,  into 
closer  communion  with  your  All-sufficient  Friend. 
May  you  receive  rich  incomes  of  his  Spirit,  to 
support  you  in  this  and  every  trial  of  life — to  bet- 
ter fit  you  for  the  great  work  of  the  gospel  minis- 
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try,  and  to  prepare  you  for  that  song  of  triumph  : 
O  death  !  where  is  thy  sting  ?  O  grave  !  where 
is  thy  victory  ? 

May  all  the  friends  be  admonished,  and  make 
a  wise  improvement  of  God's  visitation.  He  calls 
you  to  be  in  readiness  for  greater  afflictions — for 
death's  approach — for  the  resurrection  of  the 
dead,  and  for  the  dread  summons,  to  appear  at 
his  tribunal  Bar.  I  affectionately  commend  you 
to  Him,  who  alone  is  the  Resurrection  and  the 
Life, 


a)i3as\Eriiiii^» 


Mrs.  Mary  E.  Tilton,  was  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Jacob  Eme- 
ery,  West  Newbury,  Mass.  She  was  born  in  1809,  June  22.  In 
early  life,  she  was  distinguished  for  her  industrious  habits,  prefer- 
ing  to  be  engaged  in  some  useful  employment.  As  a  scholar,  she 
was  diligent  and  successful. 

Thus  passed  her  youth.  In  the  Autumn  of  1836,  she  entered 
the  female  department  of  Rockingham  Academy,  at  Hampton 
Falls,  N.  H.  under  the  tuition  of  Miss  Mary  P.  Merriam.  Here 
she  spent  six  or  seven  months,  in  which  time,  it  is  humbly  hoped, 
she  experienced  the  power  of  renewing  grace  in  her  heart. 

In  1839,  Nov.  2,  she  was  married  to  Mr.  Josiah  H.  Tilton,  of 
Deei'field,  N.  H.,  who,  the  following  May,  was  ordained  Pastor  of 
the  Baptist  Church  in  Limerick,  Me.  In  1842,  Jan.  15,  she  was 
removed  by  death,  leaving  an  infant  daughter  in  this  world  of  sor- 
row, and  a  husband  with  a  large  circle  of  relatives  deeply  afflicted 
by  this  sudden  change.  She  had  been  for  years  afflicted  with  the 
dyspepsy  ;  yet  her  death  was  sudden  and  very  unexpected.  The 
day  and  evening  previous  to  her  death,  she  walked  about  the 
house,  though  very  feeble.  She  retired  to  rest  with  a  prospect  of 
speedily  regaining  her  health ;  but  about  midnight,  she  was  seized 
with  violent  pain,  which,  in  the  morning  began  gradually  to  sub- 
side. In  the  afternoon  she  appeared  to  be  relieved  of  her  pain. 
But  ah  !  the  work  of  death  was  there  ;  at  9  o'clock  in  the  evening 
she  died  without  a  struggle  or  a  groan.  Surely  "in  the  midst  of 
life  we  are  in  death."  Reader,  "boast  not  thyself  of  to-morrow, 
for  thou  knowest  not  what  a  day  may  bring  forth.=' 


/ 


